
 

Step back in time at John Wesley’s House 

The Kitchen  

In the kitchen the cook is preparing lunch for the John Wesley and his visitors.  

Look at the different pictures of our kitchen, can you spot five things our kitchen doesn’t have that we might have 
in our kitchens today? 

John Wesley (1703-1791) was a minister, he worked in a church. He is most famous for founding a church 
called the Methodist Church. 

You can visit the house he lived in to see how people lived in the past. At the moment we are closed but you 
can use our activity sheets to find out more about John Wesley’s House and how people lived in the 18th 
century (1700-1799). You can see all the rooms in the house using our virtual tour  

 

https://www.wesleysheritage.org.uk/your-visit/virtual-tour/


 

The Study 

In the 18th century people didn’t use electricity like 
we do today but many scientists were trying to 
find out more about it by experimenting. John 
Wesley was one of those people experimenting, 
but he thought electricity could be used as 
medicine to make people feel better! He used this 
machine to make static electricity to give people 
small electric shocks, as medicine. 

 

You can make static electricity too. If you have a balloon, blow it up and rub it 
on your hair, or a woollen scarf. If you hold it up over your head it’ll make your 
hair stand up, that’s static electricity. If you rub a woollen scarf on a balloon for 
long enough, the balloon should stick to a wall. (Remember, the scarf has to be 
made of wool!) 

 

In his study John Wesley wrote a lot of letters as it was the main way people 
kept in touch in the past. He wrote books and read here too. John Wesley 
would have written with a quill pen, which is made from a feather.           
See if you can find all the words linked to John Wesley’s study in the 
wordsearch below:

D R T O K W E S L E Y B U F 

T A C Z E M L H I G H R P T 

F Q U L S O A Y T K X O T S 

I E I K S E D G N I T I R W 

J F A T R I T J F C I O E N 

O M A V K T C H E A D M L E 

Z C S D N X U G Y B O O E C 

P A E N I C I D E M D L C B 

R Y V F L I R T H E N E T M 

E M B O E A B D E M N T R C 

Q N C M T I O H D I S R I T 

U K G Z R N D S C L O F C K 

I G T B O O K C A S E F I M 

L W O H N K I L N S K U T V 

L E T T E R S J D N A H Y M 

F S V Q L Y X N L E T Z I H 

C Y A O U M E D E Y S K Q N 

B M E T H O D I S T D W E Y 

Wesley   Writing Desk 

Bookcase   Methodist  

Quill    Hymn 

Medicine   Ink 

Electricity    Clock 

Candles   Letters  

 

 

 



 

 

Then and Now 

 Can you find the modern-day version of these things in your home? 

 

  

Candle 

Modern day: 

………………………………. 

Chamber pot 

Modern day: 

………………………………. 

Travelling 
writing desk 

Modern day: 

…………………………… 

Samovar 

Modern day: 

………………………………. 

Bed pan 

Modern day: 

………………………………. 



 

It’s all in the detail… 

If you look carefully around John Wesley’s House you find lots of close-up details. Using a camera have a go at creating an  
I-spy trail of your own house for other people. You’ll need to take close-up photos of different details around the house, you 
could also include any outside space you have. Once you’ve finished, challenge someone to find them all!                                 
The images below are from our I-spy trail.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


