
 

 

 

 

                         

  

Wesley’s 
Wednesday               
Challenge 

Celebrations 



 

 

This is Wesley’s 
Chapel & Leysian 
Mission, it opened 

in 1778. 

Who was John Wesley? 

John Wesley worked in a church in the 18th century (the 18th century is 
any date between 1700 and 1799). He is most famous for helping to 
start a church called the Methodist Church. He was born in 1703 in  
Epworth, Lincolnshire. 

Our focus this week is different celebrations in the Methodist church. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

John Wesley and some other early Methodists, started out as Church 
of England ministers, over time the Methodist Church grew into an 
independent church. Because of this, a lot of the celebrations are the 
same as Church of England 

 

Try and match the celebrations below to the faith that celebrates 
them: 
 

Eid al-Fitr 

Hannukah 

Christmas 

Eid al-Adha 

Harvest Festival 

Diwali 

Passover or Pesach 

Gurpurab(Guru’s remembrance day) 

Easter 

Sukkot 

 

 

Muslim 

Jewish 

Christian 

Sikh 

What’s your favourite celebration? 

 

How and what do you celebrate with family and friends? 

 

Do you celebrate with special food?  

 

Do you have parties or other events to mark your celebrations? 

Hindu 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Harvest Festival 

What is it? 

Harvest Festival is a time when Christians give thanks for different crops 
and produce that have been grown. Different crops and vegetables are 
grown all year, but Harvest Festival is typically celebrated in September 
or October. 

Many churches, including Wesley’s Chapel, collect food items to give 
away to charities, such as food banks. Many churches are also decorated 
for Harvest Festival. 

 

 

Make a Harvest Wreath decoration from 
salt dough.  

You will need: 

1 cupful of plain flour (about 250g) 

Half a cupful of table salt (about 125g) 

Half a cupful of water (about 125ml) 

Pens or paints 

This makes enough to make 1 wreath and 
decorations, with some left over. You will 
need to allow about 3 hours cooking time 
before painting. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Mix your salt and flour together, add the water a little at a 
time. The dough needs to be quite stiff to make the wreath 
shape so don’t make it too sticky! 

Once the dough can be moulded into shape, and isn’t sticky, 
roll out two sausage shapes about 30cm long. They should be 
about 1cm wide. 

Plait the two sausages together. 

Join them together to make the wreath shape, a little water on 
the join will help it to stick together. It might be helpful to 
transfer the wreath onto some greaseproof paper now, this 
makes it easier to move to a baking tray. 

Now you need to decorate the wreath with a harvest theme. I 
included: bread, wheat, an apple and a pear, a pumpkin and a 
cauliflower. Other harvest vegetables include carrots and leeks 
but you can add different fruit and vegetables that you like. I 
used a little water to stick them on. 

Once it has been decorated, the salt dough wreath can be 
baked in the oven at 100°c for about 3 hours or until hard. 

Once the wreath is out of the oven and cooled, you can paint 
the fruit, vegetables and other decorations, or colour them 
with pens. 

 

 

 



                                              

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Love Feasts 

Love Feasts are a traditional way to worship together, and usually it involves sharing                                                             
a meal as well as worship. Early Methodists, such as John Wesley, shared bread and                             
water at a Love Feast. Loving Cups are used at Love Feasts to share the water together,                          
there is a collection of Loving Cups at the Museum. 

They are designed with two handles to make the cup easier to pass between those taking part. 

Have a go at creating your own Loving Cup. You will need: the template below, scissors, glue, colouring 
pens or pencils. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

1) Cut out the rectangle with tabs, circle and 
‘C’ shaped handles from the template below. 

2) Decorate the rectangle, this will form the main 
part of your Loving Cup. You can create your own 
design or cut out some of the elements on the 
template. They are taken from our collection. 3) Apply a 1cm strip of glue to one end of the 

rectangle, on the shorter side. Roll the rectangle 
so the ends overlap and press down. Make sure 
the tabs are on the inside of the tube. 



  

4) Place the tube part onto the circle, in the 
centre. Draw a light pencil line around the 
tube. Use this to apply a circle of glue, inside 
the line, to the circular base. Then, press the 
tabs on the inside of the tube onto the glue to 
hold it in place. 

5) You can now add the handles, sticking them 
in place with the tabs. Well done, your 
Loving Cup is complete! 



 

  

 

  



Christmas and Easter 

Methodists, like other Christians, celebrate Christmas and Easter, 
they are two of the most important celebrations of the year. 

For Christians, Christmas marks the birth of Jesus, or Christ. He was 
born in Bethlehem to his mother Mary and her husband Joseph.  

Easter is very important for Christians. On Good Friday, Jesus died on 
the Cross, but on Easter Sunday when Mary Magdalene checked the 
tomb where his body lay, he was gone. He had risen from the dead. 

Some of the symbols below are linked to the celebrations of Christmas 
and Easter. Do you know which symbols link to either Christmas or 
Easter? 

 

         

                  

               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Palms - ……………………. Dove - …………………… Cross - …………………… 

Eggs - ……………………. Star - ……………………. Chick - ……………………. 

Candles - ……………………. Crown - ……………………. 



 

At Wesley’s Chapel we have a Chrismon Tree at Christmas time. The tree is not decorated with 
decoration like baubles and tinsel, but with Christian symbols. The decorations are usually white and 
gold and the lights on the tree are clear. Below are some of the symbols featured and their meaning: 

         

                  

               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have a go at completing this puzzle of our Chrismon tree 

https://www.jigsawplanet.com/?rc=play&pid=2e3705a38185 

 

The Fish is one of the oldest Christian symbols. The letters, from the Greek 
word for fish (ichthus), stand for Jesus (I), Christ (X), God (Q), Son (Y), 
Savior (S). 

The Anchor Cross reminds Christians that Jesus is the anchor of their faith. 

An Eight-Pointed Star represents baptism and regeneration. 

https://www.jigsawplanet.com/?rc=play&pid=2e3705a38185


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you! We hope you enjoyed the activities. 

This is our last Wesley’s Wednesday Challenge for now. 

 

 



 

Answers 

Festivals and faith: 

Muslim  

Eid al-Fitr 

Eid al-Adha 

Sikh 

Diwali 

Gurpurab (Guru’s remembrance day) 

Christian 

Christmas 

Harvest Festival 

Easter 

Jewish 

Passover or Pesach 

Hannukah 

Sukkot (a Jewish festival celebrating harvest) 

Hindu 

Diwali 

Symbols for Christmas and Easter 

Palms – Easter 

Egg – Easter (new life) 

Chicks (or baby animals) – Easter (new life) 

Cross – Easter, Jesus died on the cross 

Dove – Christmas (peace on Earth) 

Candle – Christmas (Jesus as the light of the World) 

Crown – Christmas (Three Wise Men) 

Star – Christmas (star of Bethlehem) 


