Wesley’s
Wednesday
Challenge
The
Georgians

Hello and welcome to our February half-term Wesley’s Wednesday
Challenge!
John Wesley was a Methodist minister and was one of the main founders of
Methodism. He was born in 1703 in Epworth, Lincolnshire and died aged 87
in 1791. He lived at City Road in London from 1779-1791, in what is now John
Wesley’s House. The House is closed at the moment, but you can take a
virtual look around here.
The theme for this Challenge is the Georgians. John Wesley was a Georgian,
this means he lived during the Georgian times, which dates from 1714 to
around 1830.

This is Wesley’s Chapel and Leysian
Mission. It was built in 1778 and is a
Methodist church.

The Georgian period is so called because, starting in 1714, there were four kings, all called George, one after the other! Queen Anne had died
in 1714 without an heir, and the throne was offered to George I. He didn’t speak English when he arrived, and missed his home (Hanover).
The Georgian period saw some people growing very rich, some from immoral means like the slave trade, whilst others remained very poor
with little access to basic needs like housing, food and education. Many religious groups, like Methodists, looked to help those most in need
in their communities.

Georgian Characters
Below are some characters from the Georgian times. Can you match the characters to their descriptions on the
following page?

Answer:

Answer:

Answer:

Answer:

Answer:

Porter
I carry goods around the city I live in. Sometimes they
are parcels or letters, sometimes they are big packages
from the ships that dock here. Some in my trade even
carry people! I earn a decent living and rent a room in
a lodging house.

Merchant’s wife
My husband is a wealthy tea merchant. I run
our home in Chelsea, managing our staff such
as maids, cooks, butlers and a governess who
teaches my children. I like to go to balls and
parties in the evenings so I need lots of gowns
to choose from. When I am there, I enjoy a
game of cards. I hear Mr Wesley does not
approve of gambling or high fashions!

Maid
I work at Mr Wesley’s house, I also live there. My job includes lighting fires,
lighting candles, cleaning, fetching tea or food when needed, emptying the
chamber pot (a pot in the room where people went to the toilet at night,
there was no running water in the Georgian times! Yuk!) and helping with
washing clothes once a week. I earn a small amount, but housing, food and a
uniform is provided for me.

Mr Wesley
I work as a Methodist minister. I am based in London, but my work takes me
all over the country and abroad. I preach to people, sometimes outdoors, and
believe we should do as much as we can to help those in need. I like to read
and write, including reading about medicine. I think a new discovery,
electricity, might be a way to cure people of lots of illnesses.

Labourer
Life is hard for me in the city I live in. I move from job to job when there is work, perhaps building or furniture making, but it is hard to
earn enough to feed and provide a home for my family. We live in one room together, in a shared house with lots of other families, it’s
very crowded. My children don’t go to school, that’s only for the rich! They’ll start working with me when they are old enough. Me and
my family only have one pair of clothes each, which means patching clothes up so they last a little longer!

Design a wig
Georgian men and women wore wigs in the 18th century. The wigs worn reflected
the social status of the person wearing them, with wealthy Georgian women
wearing particularly elaborate wigs. John Wesley even preached about wigs!
During his first sermon at Wesley’s Chapel in 1778, he told people off for spending
more on fashions, such as wigs, rather than helping the poor. Have a go at
decorating this wealthy Georgian lady’s wig. You can use the elements on the next
page by printing them and cutting them out, or draw your own designs on.

Georgian London
Below is a map of Georgian London from the year 1746, John Wesley lived in London at this time, at the Foundery Chapel, marked by the
red spot on the map. Take a close look, and zoom in if you can, then have a go at answering the questions on the next page.

The City

Georgian London
1) What is the name of the river that flows through London?
2) What are the small dots upon the river?
3) Why was the answer to question two needed at this time?
4) Can you find the Tower of London? (Clue: it’s along the river)
5) Can you find St Paul’s Cathedral (Clue: It’s shaped like a cross)
6) Georgian London was much smaller than London today, the famous shopping street, Oxford Street, was on the outskirts of the
city! Today, it is part of central London. How many people do you think lived in Georgian London?
A) 650,000 b)750,000 c) 850,000 (Today the population is around 9 million people!)
7) What do you notice is different about West London (on the left) and the part labelled ‘The City’ on the map?
8) What smells, sites and sounds do you imagine you’d come across in Georgian London?

Georgian Architecture
There are a lot of Georgian buildings that still survive today. Georgian architecture was famous for its symmetrical
look, and was simpler and less fussy than later Victorian buildings. Below are some patterns from Georgian buildings,
can you complete or copy the designs? Also, have a go at creating your own.

Some Georgian buildings: Royal Crescent, Bath; a street in London; 10 Downing Street; a wealthy middle class Georgian home; a stately home, Ickworth House.

This is a fan light; they are common features above front doors in
Georgian buildings. Can you complete the drawing?

This the top of a column. It is neo-classical in style. Neoclassical features, like columns, became popular in Georgian
architecture. The style took inspiration from ancient Greece
and Rome. Complete the other side of the column.
Decorations, like the one below, can be seen on the outside and
inside of some Georgian buildings, it is also neo-classical.
Finish the repeating pattern.

This is coade stone, a weather
resistant, artificial stone
invented by Eleanor Coade
around 1770. This decoration is
from the front of John
Wesley’s House, it’s a
Vitruvian Scroll pattern. What
does the pattern remind you
of? Complete the design.

We hope you enjoyed Wesley’s Wednesday Challenge!

Answers:

Maid

Mr Wesley

Porter

Labourer

Merchant’s wife

Georgian London
1) What is the name of the river that flows through London? The River Thames
2) What are the small dots upon the river? Ships
3) Why was the answer to question two needed at this time? There were no lorries, trains, cars or planes. This is how goods were transported into London from all over
the world.
4) Can you find the Tower of London? (Clue: it’s along the river)
5) Can you find St Paul’s Cathedral (Clue: It’s shaped like a cross)

St Paul’s
Tower of London

6) Georgian London was much smaller than London today, the famous shopping street, Oxford Street, was on the outskirts of the city! Today, it is part of central London.
How many people do you think lived in Georgian London?
A) 650,000 b)750,000 c) 850,000 (Today the population is around 9 million people!)
7) What do you notice is different about West London (on the left) and the part labelled ‘The City’ on the map? Parts of West London were newly built. You can see the
roads between the houses, they are more spread out and there is more space, like small public squares. These houses generally belonged to wealthy people. The City is
very crowded and cramped, you can hardly see roads. The houses were close together and overcrowded. The area to the east of the The City were the poorer parts of
London.
8) What smells, sites and sounds do you imagine you’d come across in Georgian London? You would have heard horses and carriages; there would have been a lot of horse
poo everywhere! There may also be areas where human waste wasn’t properly cleaned away. At markets, there would have been lots of noisy people trying to sell their
goods, everything from pies, fruit and vegetables to random ‘cures’ for illnesses. Wealthy people would have promenaded, or walked, to show off in parks like St James’
Park. The River Thames would have been very smelly and dirty! There are lots more things, you could have a look online to find more!

